
Children In Need - Sixth Form Fundraising  
 

Bedford Academy 6th form students Sonia Chopra, Nicole Basran, Priya Karwal and 

Poonam Masih (pictured) arranged numerous week-long events in aid of Children 

in Need. The girls drew upon their cultural upbringing to offer a range of          

delectable, home-cooked Indian dishes for sale in order to raise funds for the    

appeal for disadvantaged children and young people. Home-baked pastries and 

cakes were also offered in a Pudsey Bake Sale alongside numerous competitions 

and awareness-raising activities around the academy site.  

 Academy students also took part in a week-long Runathon from Lands End 

to John O Groats using treadmills and teamwork to run the 837 miles. The miles 

begun to be clocked up on Monday 15th November at 8.30am with year 9 students 

Chloe Spencer, Robyn Scott and Hannah Ormston doing their part on the      

treadmills. In all, the academy raised over £600 for the cause. 

Newsletter  
 

BEDFORD ACADEMY  
Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter 2010  

 
The last two weeks have seen the culmination of much of our hard work this term with a very 

successful Community Christmas Dinner organised by students in an enrichment   session and 

the Christmas Showcase where our students excelled in music, dance and   media. In addition, 

we heard about our successful entry into the Olympic World Dreams competition. This has   

resulted from work with Lakeview Lower school and means that we can benefit from links to a 

school in Kenya. 

 

We have worked our students hard this term with year 11 sitting their maths and English GCSEõs early; many students 

completing their Adult Literacy and Numeracy qualification; intensive Science BTEC courses for some and others         

preparing for work experience  placements.  

 Staff spent an intensive training day this week looking at Behaviour for Learning strategies and as a team we are   

excited about implementing our new processes after Christmas to accelerate further the improvement in behaviour that 

we have seen over this term.  

 Students received information this week about the process changes and will be reminded of them at the start of 

next term. Further details will be available on our website for parents and, as always, we appreciate your support in      

ensuring our young people arrive in uniform, on time and ready for learning. We would also love to see you all at our  

Parent and Staff Quiz on Thursday 17th February 2011 6pm - 8pm here at the academy!  

 

I would like to congratulate all the year 12 students who successfully applied to take on the roles of Head Girl, Head Boy, 

Senior Prefect and Prefect. Their applications and interviews were of a very high standard and I look forward to developing 

their roles with them in the new year. 

 

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to wish our students, their families and friends of the academy a very happy 

festive season!  

 

Claire Smith  

Principal 
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Community Christmas Party  
 

Local sheltered housing residents were invited to enjoy a Christmas Dinner at Bedford Academy this week. The         

successful community event was organised by 6th Form students Stephanie Hopkins and Ebony Brown as part of their   

after-school enrichment programme, where they have been learning how to develop and deliver community projects. 

 On Monday evening, local residents were not only treated to a Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings but also a 

quiz, vocal performances by talented Academy students, a sing-a-long to their favourite Christmas classics and a raffle that 

featured prizes donated by local businesses. Having seen their    

children and grandchildren educated on the site, the guests en-

joyed viewing the Academyõs New Build fly-through due to open in    

September 2012. 

The event this week represents the first of many that  

Bedford Academy students are hoping to organise over the coming 

months and years. Claire Smith, Principal, commented òThe      

studentsõ commitment and dedication to the project was          

outstanding! We are already in the process of planning an even 

bigger event for next term and hope that this is only the beginning 

of a very positive relationship with the local communityó. 

Parent Governor Nominations  

 
We are pleased to announce that the academyõs Governing Body has a vacancy for ONE parent governor! Any parent of 

a student at the academy that is interested in taking up this role is invited to put their name forward; alternatively, why 

not nominate another parent that you know would be an asset to the Governing Body? 

 

Governing bodies are responsible for a wide range of matters, which include ensuring that pupils receive high quality   

education and planning for the future development and improvement of the academy. If you would like to serve as our 

Parent Governor, you will need to be able to commit to a minimum of six meetings a year. In return, you will gain the 
opportunity to make a real difference and the chance to contribute to the good of the community, leading to 

real satisfaction and a sense of achievement.  

 

Nominations close Friday 14th January 2011. 

 

For further information or to obtain a nomination form, please contact Michelle Bye (Clerk to the Academy Trust) on 

(01234) 301500 extension number 250 or email mbye@bedfordacademy.co.uk     

6th Form Prefects Announced  

 
Following formal applications and rigorous interviews, we 

are delighted to announce the appointments of our Head 

Boy, Head Girl, Senior Prefects and Prefects. All      

demonstrated maturity, a positive approach and the skills 

and attributes required for the roles. 

 

Congratulations to Emma Darby and Daniel Tracy who 

have secured the position of Head Girl and Head Boy re-

spectively. 

 

Well done also to our Senior Prefects, Sonia Chopra, 

Toslima Islam, Nooria Mangal, Selma Ouaguena, Suzanne 

Darby and Gagandeep Matharu, and our Prefects, Poonam 

Masih, Nicole Basran, Priya Karwal, Rebecca Wilson, Fozia 

Kauser and Nike Ajadi. 

 

We look forward to a productive 2011 working with our 

wonderful team of 6th Form prefects!  

  

Developer for a Day  

 
Year 9 girls visited Dame Alice school to take part in a 

Young Enterprise Master class, Developer for a Day. The 

girls worked in small groups to form their own ôcompanyõ 

before designing their own logo and writing a mission 

statement. Adopting a functional company role each, the 

girls created a competitive construction project bid for a 

2012 Olympics athletesõ village with post-Olympics     

functionality. Organisers praised the girls impressive    

imagination, creativity and team-working skills.  


