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1. VISION
The Academy will transform educational outcomes by providing exciting, new and different opportunities for learning and applied learning. As a vibrant and successful centre of learning, with the highest standards of attendance and behaviour, it will bring about a substantial increase in the educational attainment, expectations and aspirations of students and the whole community.

2. VALUES
Student Focus

We seek to achieve a high quality learning experience for every student.

High Performance

We strive for consistently high levels of performance in all aspects of our work.

Respect, Openness and Honesty

We treat everyone with respect. We encourage openness and honesty and we recognise each others’ contributions and achievements.

3. CONTEXT
The Academy will comply with all relevant provisions of the statutory School Admissions Code, and the School Admissions Appeals Code, as they apply at any given time to maintained schools and with the law on admissions as it applies to maintained schools.  Reference in the codes to admission authorities shall be deemed to be references to the governing body of the Academy.  In particular, the Academy will take part in the Admissions Forum set up by Bedford Borough Council and have regard to its advice; and will participate in the co-ordinated admission arrangements operated by Bedford Borough Council. 

Not withstanding these arrangements, in exceptional circumstances the Secretary of State may direct the Bedford Academy to admit a named pupil; before doing so the Secretary of State will consult the Academy.

4. OPERATION
The admission arrangements for the Bedford Academy for the year 2013 and, subject to any changes approved by the Secretary of State, for subsequent years are: -

· The Bedford Academy has an agreed admission number of 240 pupils and a combined total pupil number of 1440 pupils of which approximately 240 will be post 16 students. The Bedford Academy will accordingly admit up to 240 pupils in the relevant age group each year, if sufficient applications are received. The relevant age groups are as follows:  for 2013 Bedford Academy will admit year 8 and year 9 students as the year of entry; for 2014 the year of entry will be year 7 and year 8. From 2015 onwards the Bedford Academy year of entry will be year 7. 
In-year Admissions

· If a parent wishes to apply for a school place on or after the start of the school year or during the school year, because they have either moved into the area or moved within the area or simply because they wish to transfer their child to the Academy, they should apply directly to the Academy completing the local application form. The Academy will inform Bedford Borough Council of all admissions.
· Subject to any provisions in the national co-ordinated admission arrangements and agreements the Academy will consider all such applications and if the year group applied for has a place available, admit the child. If more applications are received than there are places available at the Academy the over-subscription criteria shall apply. Parents whose application is turned down are entitled to appeal. 
· In relation to difficult to place pupils, the Academy will work within the Bedford Borough Council’s In Year Fair Access Protocol.
Procedures where the Bedford Academy is oversubscribed

· Where the number of applications for admission is greater than the published admissions number and after the admission of pupils with special educational needs where the Academy is named on the statement, applications will be considered against the criteria, and in the order, set out below: - 


· All looked after children or children that were previously looked after
· Pupils living in the catchment area with siblings at the school
· Other pupils living in the catchment area

· ‘Very exceptional’ medical grounds

· Other siblings

· Any other children


· Within each of the over-subscription categories, priority is given to those who live nearest the Academy, as measured by the straight line distance using the Local Authority’s computerised measuring system. The distance will be measured from the address-point of the pupil’s home to the front gate of the Academy on Mile Road, Bedford regardless of the distance of travel. Where a pupil lives for part of each week at different addresses, the ‘home’ address shall be that address at which the pupil spends the majority of the school week.
· A looked after child is a child who is a) in the care of the local authority, or b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). A previously looked after child is one who immediately after being ‘looked after’ became subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship order. An ‘adoption order’ is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. A ‘residence order’ is an order setting the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian.
· For the purposes of criterion above, a sibling is a brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister or the child of the parent / carer’s partner, and in every case, the child should be living at the same address.  The sibling must be in the school at the time of application and be likely to remain in the school at the proposed date of admission. 

· Not withstanding the above arrangements, The Secretary of State may direct the Academy to admit a named pupil on application to the LA; before doing so the Secretary of State will consult the Academy.

Operation of waiting lists

· The Academy will operate a waiting list for places in any year, where there are more applications for places than there are places available in that year.  In the normal year of admission, the waiting list is maintained until the end of the autumn term.  For other year groups, the waiting lists are maintained for a minimum of one term. Any places that become available are allocated in accordance with the waiting list. If parents and carers wish to remain on the waiting list after one term they may request to stay on the list for the remainder of the academic year. 

· A child’s position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the oversubscription criteria set out above. Where places become vacant they will be allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria. However, pupils who are directed to attend the Academy, by the Borough or Secretary of State, will take precedence over those on a waiting list.

Arrangements for appeals panels 
· Parents will have the right of appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel, established by the Governing Body, if they are dissatisfied with an admission decision of the Academy. The arrangements for appeals will be in line with the Code on School Admission Appeals, published by the Department for Education, as it applies to academies. The determination of the appeal panel will be made in accordance with the Code of Practice on School Admission Appeals and is binding on all parties.  The Academy will prepare guidance for parents about how the appeals process will work and provide parents with a named contact who can answer any enquiries parents may have about the process.

Arrangements for admission to post-16 (Sixth-Form) provision

· The national Admissions Code of Practice requires that pupils can apply to any school/institution of their choice for post 16 provision. Where over compulsory school age, children can now apply for a school place other than a school sixth-form, and appeal against refusal of such a place. These rights are in addition to those existing of parents to apply and appeal on behalf of their child. Children and their parents can also jointly appeal against a decision.

· The Bedford Academy will operate a sixth form for a total of 240 pupils. 120 places overall will be available in year 12 (the year 12 ‘capacity’) subject to them meeting the entry criteria.

· General and specific entry criteria are published for all courses in the sixth form; students must meet these entry criteria before they are allowed to embark on sixth form courses.
· Applications should be submitted directly to the Academy on the Sixth Form application form.
· The Academy will admit any statemented pupils whose statement names the Academy and which the Academy has agreed. If any applicants fail to meet the minimum entry requirements they will be given the option of pursuing any alternative courses for which they do meet the minimum entry requirements. 
· When there are more applicants than the number of post-16 places available and after the admission of students with statements of Special Educational Needs, where the Bedford Academy is named on the statement, the criteria will be applied in the order in which they are set out below: 

· All looked after children or children who were previously looked after
· Pupils living in the catchment area

· ‘Very exceptional’ medical grounds

· Siblings

· Any other children

· Within each of the over-subscription categories, priority is given to those who live nearest the Academy, as measured by the straight line distance using the Local Authority’s computerised measuring system.  The distance will be measured from the address-point of the student’s home to the front gate of the Academy on Mile Road, Bedford regardless of the distance of travel. Where a pupil lives for part of each week at different addresses, the ‘home’ address shall be that address at which the pupil spends the majority of the school week.
· A looked after child is a child who is a) in the care of the local authority, or b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). A previously looked after child is one who immediately after being ‘looked after’ became subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship order. An ‘adoption order’ is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. A ‘residence order’ is an order setting the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian.
· For the purposes of criterion above, a sibling is a brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister or the child of the parent / carer’s partner, and in every case, the child should be living at the same address.  The sibling must be in the school at the time of application and be likely to remain in the school at the proposed date of admission. 
· Notwithstanding the above arrangements, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy to admit a named pupil on application to the LA; before doing so the Secretary of State will consult the Academy.
· If there are more applicants than there are places remaining within a particular category and where there is no difference in distance from home to school for two or more children, children of multiple birth (twins, triplets etc) will be given priority. If this tie-break still does not differentiate between children for the last place available the Academy will admit slightly above its admission number to accommodate all children tied for the last available place. 

· There will be a right of appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel for unsuccessful applicants and those existing Bedford Academy pupils refused progression into the sixth form.  
· Where a place is not offered because the PAN has been reached, students may be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list for places in year 12 will be maintained until the 3rd Friday in September following the normal admission date of year 12 students; students wishing to remain on the list beyond this point need to notify the Academy in writing no later than the 3rd Friday in September.

Applying for a place in any year group 

· It is recognised that some children may be slightly ahead of their year group, e.g. taking their GCSEs at age 14/15. Others will be over compulsory school age when they are ready to start higher level courses, normally offered in the sixth-form. These children have rights and have the option to apply for a place on the most appropriate course and year group themselves. Such applications will be considered on merit and accepted only if deemed suitable for that child/young person to take up a place in that year group.
5. MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REVIEW

Bedford Academy will consult on its proposed admission arrangements as required by law, or earlier if an alteration is proposed to the arrangements, with the following:  

a)
The Bedford Borough Council;
b)
Any other admission authorities for primary and secondary schools located within the relevant area for consultation;
c)
Any other governing body for primary and secondary schools (as far as not falling within paragraph b) located within the relevant area for consultation;
d)
Parents living in the relevant area for consultation whose children are between 2 and 18 years of age
e)
Community groups which the Academy considers relevant;
Determination and publication of admission arrangements


Following consultation, the Academy will consider comments made by those consulted. The Academy will then determine their admission arrangements by 15 April of the relevant year and notify those consulted what has been determined. 

Publication of admission arrangements

Once the admission arrangements have been determined, the Academy will publish them each year, by: -

a)
Copies being sent to primary and secondary schools in the appropriate area determined by the Borough

b)
Copies being sent to the offices of Bedford Borough Council

c)
Copies being made available, without charge, on request to the Academy



The published arrangements will set out: -

a)  The name and address of the Academy and contact details 

b)  A summary of the Admissions’ policy, including oversubscription criteria  

c)  Numbers of places and applications for those places in the previous year

d)  Arrangements for hearing appeals. 

Representations about admission arrangements

Where any of those bodies that were consulted, or that should have been consulted, make representations to the Academy about their admission arrangements, the Academy will consider such representations before determining the final admission arrangements.  Where the Academy has determined its admission arrangements and notified all those bodies that they have consulted, and any of those bodies object to the Academy’s’ admission arrangements, they can make representations to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State will consider the representation and in so doing will consult the Academy.  Where he judges it appropriate, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy to amend its admission arrangements.
Proposed changes to admission arrangements by the Academy after arrangements have been published


Once the admission arrangements have been determined for a particular year and published, the Academy will propose changes only if there is a major change of circumstances.  In such cases, the Academy must notify those consulted of the proposed variation and must then apply to the Secretary of State setting out: -

a) The proposed changes;

b) Reasons for wishing to make such changes;

c) Any comments or objections from those entitled to object.

Need to secure Secretary of State’s approval for changes to admission arrangements

The Secretary of State will consider applications from the Academy to change its admission arrangements only when the Academy has consulted and notified the proposed changes.


Where the Academy has consulted on proposed changes, they must secure the agreement of the Secretary of State before any such changes can be implemented.  The Academy must seek the Secretary of State’s approval in writing, setting out the reasons for the proposed changes and passing to him any comments or objections from other admission authorities/other persons.



The Secretary of State can approve, modify or reject proposals from the Academy to change its admission arrangements. 


Records of applications and admissions shall be kept by the Academy for a minimum period of ten years and shall be open for inspection by the Secretary of State.
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